
Radio in Iran 

ÅDX-Parlamentet, Ullared, 
13th to 15th June 2025

ÅDiscover Iran for the DXer

ÅHow you can listen to radio from Iran 
on medium wave

ÅWhat is the best time for listening to 
Iran from Scandinavia and Europe? 

ÅLecture by Bjarke Vestesen, 
longtime DXer, Denmark



Crime reporter, longtime 
DXerand tour leader

ÅCrime news reporter at Danish tabloid newspaper Ekstra 
Bladet (like Expressen and Aftonbladet in Sweden)

ÅTour leader for Danish travel agency since 1998 in Iran, 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Saudi-Arabia, Egypt, 
Morocco, Algeria, Central Asia and Balkan

ÅHave been up to 60-75 times in Iran since 1997 both as 
tour leader and on private visits. Spent almost three 
month in Iran in 2018

ÅUniversity degree in contemporary middle eastern 
history from University of Southern Denmark

ÅDXersince 1978 ςfor the last 20 years mostly on 
medium wave with The Middle East as main interest



fƖċŰќƚШƓċƚƣЯШ
present and future
ÅPrejudices on Iran 

ÅIran in numbers

Å5ƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ LǊŀƴ

ÅIranian provinces regarding 
radio listening

ÅHow to listen to Iran on 
medium wave

ÅIdentifications, national 
anthem and 
announcements

ÅBest time for listening

ÅHow I listen to Iran on radio

ÅQuestions



Iran always in 
headlines: Israel-
attack on Iran



Iran makes 
headline
ÅCustom arrests of foreigners

ÅThe death of Mahsa Amini in 
2022 in the custody of the 
morality police

ÅLarge demonstrations 
following her death

ÅLǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ IŀƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
Islamic Jihad in Gaza and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon

ÅConstantly accusations on Iran 
from Israel and USA

ÅWar with Israel and The West

ÅClose relations to Russia, 
China, Turkey etc.



This is also Iran, 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 



Iran in 
numbers

Å90 million inhabitants

ÅIran is 3,7 times larger than 
Sweden, or 4,6 times larger 
than Germany

ÅTeheran is capital with 16 
million inhabitants

ÅRun by the shah up to 1979

ÅIslamic republic since the 
revolution in 1979 

ÅPresident since July 2024 is 
reformist Masoud Pezeshkian



How we all 
know Iran

ωMedieval

ωUltra religious

ωDangerous

ωProducingnuclearweapons

ωSupportingterrorist movements

ωNo democracy

ωWomenarecovered

ωWesternersareheld hostage

ωAlcoholis banned

ωJust ŘƻƴΩǘgo to Iran





31 Iranianprovincesтall with radio stations

ÅAll provincesaredifferent in 
ethnicgroupsand ethnic
languages

ÅMost of them have programmes
on national and provincialradio 
stations

ÅMost localstations have local
identificationsat xx.30 and 
speciallyaroundIranian
midnight(22.30 Scandinavian 
summer time)



Minority groups 
in Iran



Minority groups all over Iran



Minority 
groups 
in Iran



The modern Farsi/
Persian language

ÅIndo-European language family related to Latin, Greek, Slavic, and 
Germanic

ÅAbout half of Iran's population has Persian as their mother tongue

ÅIn music, poetry, and art, Persians see themselves as the nation's 
leading force

ÅPersian dominates in Iran's major cities

ÅPersian is an ancient language developed through three historical 
periods

ÅModern Persian dates from the year 900 ςinfluenced by Arabic in 
the region. Today, Persian is both a literary and everyday language.



Iranian exile radio 
and television

ÅOnly focus here on official IRIB 
radio stations broadcasting from 
Iran

ÅNo unofficial radio in Iran

ÅThis is not part of the lecture:

ÅRadio Farda previous transmitting 
on MW and SW, future uncertain 
after closing downdue to Trump 
decree

ÅRadio Iran International based in 
London, previous on SW



Radio and 
television 
in Iran
ÅIRIB ςIslamic Republic of Iran 

Broadcasting

ÅMonopoly on all broadcasts on 
radio and television in Iran

ÅAccording to itself, it is 
independent of the Iranian 
government

ÅNeverthelessthe supreme leader 
of Iran, Ali Khamenei, is head of 
broadcasting ςactually heis head 
of everything in Iran, including the 
religious establishment as well as 
politically



Radio and 
television 
in The Islamic 
Republic of Iran

ÅIRIB Radio Iran is the main national radio on mediumwave offering a 
wide range of services

ÅThey include the main IRIB Radio Iran channel on 558 kHz 
transmitted nationwide from Teheran, part of provincial stations, 
IRIB World Service and special services during religious festivals and 
holiday

ÅMore than 180 domestic and international radio-television channels

ÅEnglish-spoken Press TV terrestrial in Iran, on satellite and internet



IRIB provincial 
stations on 
mediumwave

ÅProvincial stations all over Iran produce 
programmesin Farsi and dialects like 
Azeri, Kurdish and Gilaki

ÅLocally programmesusually during 
daytime 06.00-20.00 local time (02.30-
16.30 UTC)

ÅUsually relay of nationwide programme
at night, therefore many stations in 
parallel, but with local ID often at xx.30.

ÅMost provincial stations broadcasts a 
90-minute programmeέShabhayaLǊŀƴέ 
όǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ έLǊŀƴ bƛƎƘǘǎέύΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ 
by each station in turn

ÅOften traditional Iranian music and 
reading of poems from famous poets 
like Rami, Ferdowsi, Khayam, Saadi and 
Hafez (illustrated left)



IRIB World 
Service

ÅIRIB World Service, also known as Pars Today, is the official broadcasting 
network of Iran

ÅIt operates on several mediumwave frequencies for listeners in The 
Middle East, West Asia, Caucasus and Central Asia

ÅIt has broadcasts in Arabic, Kurdish, Azeri, Turkish, Tajik, Dari (dialect of 
Farsi), Pashto and Turkmen

ÅIt also has many broadcasts on shortwave ςwith English twice a day a.o.



Radio and 
television in Iran

ÅHow to find the 
frequencies: 

ÅWorld Radio TV 
Handbook

ÅTony Rogers lists on 
British DX Clubs 
homepage т
unfortunately not 
available at this time, 
but promised to return 
asap 



Radio stations for 
different subjects
ÅRadio Farhang (Radio Culture) broadcasts 

Islamic talk, education and information, and 
includes live broadcasts from parliament. It is 
on 585 kHz. 

ÅRadio Quran broadcasts religious 
programmes, including Quran recitations and 
interpretations. It is on 900kHz. 

ÅRadio Ma'aref (Radio Education) broadcasts 
prayers and programmeson religion and 
ethics from studios in Qom. It is on 1071kHz. 

ÅRadio Payam (Radio Message) is based in 
Tehran and broadcasts news, talk and music. 
It is on 1188kHz. 

ÅAll of them heard on medium wave in 
Denmark usually after sunset and around 
midnight Scandinavian time



All IRIB-
stations on 
MW and FM

Å IRIB Radio Iranтthe oldest and most established radio station, started in 1940

Å IRIB Radio Farhangтculture and society

Å IRIB Radio PayamтInformation and entertainment

Å IRIB Radio Quranтreligious programmes

Å IRIB Radio Maarefтreligious education

Å IRIB Radio Javanтyouth channel

Å IRIB Radio Varzeshтsport

Å IRIB Radio Salamatтhealth matters

Å IRIB Radio Eghtesadтeconomy and business

Å IRIB Radio Avaтmusic

Å IRIB Radio GoftogooтInterviews and talks

Å IRIB Radio Namayeshтart and drama

Å IRIB Radio Talavatтquran reading

Å IRIB Radio Monasebati тreligious celebrations

Å IRIB Radio Ziaratтreligious pilgrimage (hajj to Mecca)



Iranian National 
Anthem

ÅIranian National Anthem

ÅOften played around 
midnight local Iranian time 
(20.30 UTC) 

ÅPlayed usually on almost 
all radio stations on 
Medium Wave

ÅMore common is another 
anthem introduced after 
revolution



Identification of 
Iranian MW-stations

ÅBest listening time is midnight 
Iranian time (20.30 UTC)

ÅThree typical bell rings

ÅIt is 24 midnight (bisto charhar)

ÅHere is Tabriz, provincial radio 
station, Eastern Azerbaijan.

ÅAnthem composed right after 
Islamic revolution in 1979 for 
radio and television. Mostly 
played at xx.00 local time

ÅFollowed by news bulletin

ÅDetailed news at 14.00, 20.00, 
22.00 and 24.00 local time



Help for 
identifikation

ÅWhen you listen in real time, find 
parallel listening on apps and 
webpages

ÅI usually use the following:

ÅIRIB websites (google it)

ÅOnline Radio Box (both as web page 
and app тbut seems that Iranian 
stations have disappeared from app)

ÅGoogle station name and find 
streaming online



How ID sounds

ÅInja (capital) ast. Sedaye
JomhuriyeIslamiye Iran, 
shabakeyeostaniye (province)

ÅUsually after the ring bells and 
before revolutionary anthem, 
followed by news bulletin

ÅLeft photo: Radio shop in 
downtown Teheran with a large 
variety of radios тalso 
wellknown brands like Tecsun

ÅIranians often watch BBC Farsi 
on hidden satellite dishes as it is 
forbidden by law



Always 
listen for 
bells and 
anthem

Å927 kHz тa mix of Power 927 from Italy and IRIB Radio 
xŸƖĲƚƣċŰШыĦũĲċƖШf?ШŉŸƖШћbisto charharќШċŰĬШћxŸƖĲƚƣċŰќь

ÅAlways listen for the bells and anthem



Farsi (1197 kHz IRIB Radio Ardabil) 



Arabic (1242 kHz Radio Sultanate Oman)



Hebrew heard on 945 kHz (Galei Zahaland a surprise at 00:54)



Typical ID from IRIB-stations (936 kHz Radio Chichest, Miandoab)


