
The Free Radio Scene today in 
Different Countries



Countries where free radio exists in 
2010’s

⚫ Traditionally 
practised in 
Western Europe

⚫ Recently grown 
activity in Central 
Europe and in 
some East 
European countries



Where to find pirates

• LW: few examples

• MW: mainly 1,6 MHz, in some countries all band

• SW: 76/48 mb (usage of 43 mb in NA, SA, EU?)

• FM: 87.5-108 MHz, especially in metropols

• All possible fqs (even 860 MHz, TV or satellite!)

• Variation in different countries



Generally two types of stations

1) Broadcasting style stations

do want to have listeners, long transmissions, ask 
for feedback, usually do confirm (QSL)

2) QSO stations

do QSO with other operators, don’t have long 
shows, music only for tuning in, don’t have 
address for reports, but if you manage to find a 
way to contact they do confirm in many cases!



Challenges in pirate hunting

• Listening is always fun, but if you like to count 
your results… 

Counting countries: the origin (even country) can 
be secret or totally unknown.. or just guess or 
opinion?

Counting number of stations: usage of multiple 
names to hide origin or just confuse listeners...



Country by country

Activities in 30-40 countries (today maybe 20-30)



The Netherlands

⚫ Historically thousands of stations

⚫ Today FM, MW mainly 1,6 MHz, SW, and other 
frequency ranges incl. LW

⚫ International free radios on SW & 1,6 MHz with 
long shows and listener feedback

⚫ Pure QSO stations on MW (1,6 MHz)

⚫ Still today hundreds of stations, occasional 
raids



The Netherlands



British and Irish isles

• FM (especially London / Essex): Vibes FM

• Otherwise mainly 48mb and nearby (and 76 
mb) – around 20-30 active stations on SW

https://app.box.com/s/6cb281b5c73b82ed5f02


Germany

• Mainly 48 mb 
and nearby

• (Trying to) hide 
QTH or act 
being Dutch

• Traditionally an 
active free radio 
country, still 
today many 
stations



Belgium and Baarle

• Few stations in Belgium (SW and MW)

• Some stations are said to be transmitting from 
Baarle, but is it worth of a country point?



Nordic countries

⚫ Activity in all Scandinavian countries and in 
Finland: Old Time Radio

⚫ No known activity in Iceland or other islands

⚫ SW mainly 48mb, some stations do test also 
other SW bands. Very few stations on MW/FM.

⚫ Around 20 active stations

⚫ OZNRH studio recording

https://app.box.com/s/cfzd75z31bds0eec3if9
https://app.box.com/s/aib1bdfb70rjg6eqqehw9qj1navfddju




Southern Europe

⚫ Sporadic examples from Iberian peninsula

⚫ Few ”broadcasting style” stations in France on 
SW, no known activity on MW. FM?

⚫ Relatively much activity in Italy, mainly on 48 
and 43 mb.

⚫ Most active South European country is Greece 

⚫ There are (has been) stations which are said to 
be transmitting from Cyprus or Malta?



Southern Europe: France



Southern Europe: Italy



Southern Europe: Greece

⚫ Most activity in North/North-Eastern Greece, 
Central Greece, and suburbs of Athens

⚫ Not much activity on the islands

⚫ Greece: Radio Devil, Thessaloniki 1621 kHz

⚫ Mainly QSO stations on 1,6 MHz, very few 
stations ”do imitate” broadcasting stations on 
MW band and short wave

https://app.box.com/s/nyirw3un8ln0vq25q89h


Southern Europe: Greece



Southern Europe: Greece



Russia (incl. UKR, BLR, KAZ)

⚫ Russia rayons    
0-4, 6, 9

⚫ Ukraine rayon 
5

⚫ All together 
hundreds of 
QSO stations, 
but very few 
broadcasting 
stations on 
SW



Russia (incl. UKR, BLR, KAZ)

⚫ Russia: mainly QSO stations on 1,6 MHz, 3 
MHz, around 6 and 10 MHz. Rare examples of 
longer music programmes which usually don’t 
contain any kind of ID (Usually UNIDS)

⚫ Audio: Radio Planeta, Tambov

⚫ Ukraine: QSO stations + Evropa

⚫ Kazakshtan: QSO stations?

⚫ Belarus: Integral, Minsk

https://app.box.com/s/44s0lmf67szolmm1uu1vx6ck3528j864
https://app.box.com/s/vacf2g1ibv4mijtser8dwjkpbmnomc7v


Next goal a QSL from a QSO 
station?



Balkan

⚫ Mainly in Serbia, and mainly around Belgrad

⚫ 40-50 active stations

⚫ Greetings from Real Radio Mali Pozarevac

https://app.box.com/s/46dlg5hlc2yqkg9mhl4ev43mxv4p753u


Central Europe (Austria)

Austria: only one station known so far:

Straightline Radio Austria (SW)



Central Europe (Czech Republic)

• Czech Republic: 
czechs and 
wannabe czechs

• Traditional new 
years eve station: 
https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=HY
bNHa_hC8Y



Central Europe (Hungary)

• Hungary: free radios are raided (vs. legal 
radios!)

• Few stations on SW 

• Radio Tropiq

• FM activity in Budapest 

https://app.box.com/s/qrpnz9p6ol8ifornpsdd


Central Europe: Hungary



Central Europe (Poland)

• Poland: relatively 
high FM activity in 
Southern Poland / 
Warsaw suburban 
areas. 

• SW (48 mb) 
stations might be 
located in same 
area

• Young operators

Audio: Anthony Radio 
Poland

https://app.box.com/s/s834ojakarq1b7bpzwzr7ccjp9b759yi


Outside Europe

⚫ Relatively much activity in USA

⚫ Some stations also in Canada

⚫ Latin American short wave stations in ARG, B, 
CHL, PRG. Different kind of pirates in PRU?

⚫ Also some examples from past in AUS and NZL

⚫ No known activity in Africa, neither the most of 
Asia



Links

• Iann’s Pirate Chat
http://www.easyshopdiscountzone.com/radio/pir
ate/chat.html

• Greek AM pirate group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/13272215272
92654/

• Serbian AM pirate group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/408040142879
990/

http://www.easyshopdiscountzone.com/radio/pirate/chat.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1327221527292654/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/408040142879990/

